
Innovative HQIM
for Early Learning

Discover & Grow
California PTKLF-Based Curriculum, 
Assessment & Intervention

Evidence-Based Play-Based Designed for California UPK

Discover & Grow Highlights

Research-based TK HQIM Curriculum built on  
PTKLF Foundations

Science of Reading Practices Embedded

Integrated PTKLF Portfolio, Early Literacy & Math Direct Assessments, 
and DRDP 2025

Research-based AI-Powered MTSS Tier 2 & Tier 3 Instructional Design

Research-based AI Unit Designer for High-Quality Supplementary 
Curriculum

Universal Design for Learning & Culturally Responsive Practices

✨This will be your teachers' new
favorite ❤️curriculum. See how!





Contents
A clear path through curriculum, assessment, planning, and 
implementation

Explore Discover & Grow

01
Discover & Grow at a Glance
HQIM Curriculum · Assessment · MTSS 
Tiered Intervention · PTKLF

05

AI-Powered Planning & 
Supplementary Curriculum
Research-Based Unit Designer · Localization · 
Co-Creation · Supplementary Unit Examples

02

Teaching Resources & 
Classroom Tools
Teaching Toolkit · Spanish-Language 
Curriculum · Curriculum Cards · 
Implementation Guides

06

Research, Evidence & 
California Status
ESSA Evidence · Peer Review · California 2026 
ELA/ELD Submission

03

California PTKLF-Aligned 
Curriculum
Play-Based Curriculum · UDL & CLR · 
Science of Reading · Early Math · 8-Unit 
Journey · Unit Highlights

07
Unit-at-a-Glance & Unit Details
Unit Overview · Weekly Themes · Activities · 
PTKLF Standards · DRDP 2025 Measures

04

Assessment & MTSS Tiered 
Intervention
Customized Portfolio-Based PTKLF · DRDP 
2025 · Early Literacy & Math Direct 
Assessment · Tier 2 & Tier 3 Support



Discover & Grow at a Glance

HQIM Curriculum, Assessment, and Tiered Intervention (Tier 2/3) All-in-One

Discover & Grow brings HQIM curriculum, assessment, and 
research-based MTSS Tier 2/3 intervention together in one 
integrated system—creating a continuous instructional 
cycle that supports early literacy, early math, and 
kindergarten readiness.


The system is designed around HQIM criteria for evidence-
based, standards-aligned instruction and includes research-
based tiered supports for English learners and children with 
exceptional needs.

Feeds 
back into 

curriculum

A continuous instructional cycle

Informs

assessment

Informs

intervention

Built on California’s PTKLF Standards, Connected from Curriculum to Assessment

All Discover & Grow instructional guides are built directly on California’s Preschool/TK Learning Foundations 
(PTKLF). Teacher guides directly serve the job-embedded PD to learn the new PTKLF standards.

Safety Circle Time Week 1 Monday

Safety Circle Time

15 minutes
Preparation Time

Play-Based by Design
Children learn through purposeful, engaging, and 
developmentally appropriate play-based experiences.

Activity Blocks Read-Aloud Circle Time Dramatic Play / Role Play Closing Circle / Reflection

California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations

ATL 2.3 - Managing Attention and Distractions HLTH 2.5 - Following Safety Rules

SED 3.1 - Interacting and Cooperating with Peers HLTH 2.6 - Following Emergency Routines

PTKLF Guidance in Every Lesson
Each lesson provides clear guidance for implementing PTKLF 
foundations in daily instruction.

01 Objectives (Targeted Behaviors and Skills)

02 Question of the Day

What helps us feel safe when we are together at school

SED 3.3 - Fairness and Respect

FLD 1.4 - Using Grammatical Features and 

Sentence Structure

HSS 3.4 - Contributing to the Group

Automatic PTKLF–DRDP Mapping
PTKLF standards automatically map to corresponding DDP 
measures, streamlining observation, rating, and reporting.

Job-Embedded Teacher Learning
Teacher guides serve as job-embedded professional 
development, helping educators learn and apply the new 
PTKLF standards.
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Your All-in-One Teaching Toolkit

Transform your teaching with an all-in-one teaching toolkit designed to create an engaging and inclusive 
learning environment. Our expertly crafted teacher guides, paired with rich multicultural literature, make 
lesson preparation effortless and impactful. Versatile teaching cards are tailored to diverse learning styles, 
ensuring every child feels engaged and supported. 


Easy to use and implement, this toolkit not only simplifies your workload but also includes professional 
development resources to enhance your skills. Elevate your classroom success, inspire young minds, and 
promote holistic child development with this essential toolkit.

   Included Resources

Curriculum and Implementation

Thematic Teacher Guides


Spanish-Language Curriculum


Science of Reading Activity Guide


Environment, Fidelity, and Pacing 

Guides


Companion CLASS® Guides

Books and Family Resources


Read-Aloud Books


Bilingual Literature Library


Letters to Families


Digital Sounds and Stories

Instructional Resources


Science of Reading 

Resources


Early Math Resources


Curriculum Card Sets
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Extensive Resource Library

Explore a collection of Spanish-language curriculum materials and visual learning resources designed to 
extend the Discover & Grow experience across the classroom.

Spanish-Language Curriculum

All 8 Discover & Grow units are available in Spanish, extending the complete curriculum journey across the full 
unit sequence.

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C a l i f o r n i a   P T K L F

Fomentando la competencia socioemocional
Avanzando la pirámide Todo sobre mí Mi comunidadPequeños pinceles, grandes 

expresiones
Saludable yo, saludables 

nosotros El mundo naturalPequeños artistas, grandes 
creaciones ¡Crecemos! ¡Brillamos!

Unidad 0 TK Unidad 1 TK Unidad 2 TK Unidad 3 TK Unidad 4 TK Unidad 5 TK Unidad 6 TK Unidad 7 TK

Intervención 

individualizada

Grupo pequeño - 

Apoyo dirigido

Instrucciones y entornos 

socioemocionales de alta 

calidad

Piet Mondrian
Líneas, formas y 

cuadrículas comunitarias

Wassily Kandinsky
Música y emociones en el 

arte abstracto

Pablo Picasso
Caras divertidas y 

amigos

Frida Kahlo

Autorretratos y símbolos de 

identidad

Claude Monet
Luz, color y agua

Vincent van Gogh

Pinceladas, color y 

sentimientos

Alma Thomas
Naturaleza y patrones 

de color

Yayoi Kusama
Repetición, puntos y 
espacios inmersivos

Curriculum Cards

Nine curriculum card sets provide visual supports for phonograms, letters, sounds, mouth positions, word 
families, pre-writing strokes, numbers, vocabulary, and book discussions.

m
s

Aa
Bb a

/a/
/a/
Aa


 cat


-at

moon /m/

Phonogram Cards

sun /s/
has /z/

apple

Letter Cards

balloon a /a/
    

Alice the alligator naps on a mat, 
wearing a hat that’s floppy and 

flat!

Sound Story Cards

    

apple

Mouth Positions 
Cards

    

cat

Word Family Cards

   

Circle
Curve down and around to close the shape.

Pre-Writing Stroke 
Cards

Square
Start at the top left. Go down one step, then 

go right, then up, and finally go left to go 
home. Your square is done!

Number Cards

1
one

Vocabulary Cards

Happy

Week 3 - My Body, My Feelings, My Senses

Happy
Feeling good and full of joy

Español (Spanish)

Feliz

简体中文 (Chinese (Simplified))

快乐

by Martine Agassi


Hands can do many 
wonderful things, like playing, 
building, and helping. 
Sometimes, people hit 
because they feel angry or 
frustrated. But there are 
better ways to let our feelings 
out. Discover the exciting 
ways we can use our hands 
for good, and learn to express 
our feelings in positive ways!

Reflection Questions

If you were a tiny seed, where would you like to 
land and start growing? Maybe in a secret 
garden or a wild forest?

1

Reflection Questions

1 What do you think is the bravest thing the tiny 
seed does on its journey? Is it flying high in the 
sky or hiding from the cold winter?

If you’re feeling angry or frustrated, what funny 
or kind things could your hands do to help you 
feel better?

2

Hands Are Not for Hitting
As the seasons change, a 
little seed embarks on a 
grand adventure. It travels 
through the air, braving 
winds, cold, and rain, 
narrowly escaping various 
dangers. This small seed 
shows persistence and 
resilience, finally settling into 
the soil to start a new life. 
Learn what happens when 
the little seed pops out of the 
ground!

02

Book Discussion 
Cards

What fun things can you do with your hands 
instead of hitting? Maybe giving a high-five or 
building a tower?


2

The Tiny Seed 
by Eric Carle

02
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Curriculum Guides & Implementation Resources

Six practical guides extend Discover & Grow with focused support for classroom environment, year-long 
pacing, daily instruction, implementation fidelity, and interaction quality.

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

C L A S S ®  G u i d e

Learning Genie Pacing Guide
CA PTKLF-Aligned

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

PS/PK
CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

Unit 0

Advancing the Pyramid
Science of Reading 


in Action
A Transitional Kindergarten Activity Guide

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

CA PTKLF-Aligned TK

Learning Genie Pacing Guide

A CLASS® Guide 

for Every Unit


Each of our 8 unit guides includes a 
companion CLASS® Guide connecting 

daily lessons to Emotional Support, 
Classroom Organization, and 

Instructional Support.

Learning Genie 

Pacing Guide

Provides a 31-week instructional 
roadmap with weekly sequencing, 
PTKLF alignment, curriculum card 
guidance, and flexible extensions.


Science of Reading 

in Action

Provides sequenced Science of 
Reading activities for TK, supporting 

phonological awareness, phonics, 
comprehension, and early writing.

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

CURRICULUM
Learning Genie

Early Learning 
Environment Design Guide

Curriculum Cards 

 Teacher Guide          
PS/PK/TK

Early Learning Curriculum Fidelity
A practical guide for implementation across California 


UPK, Head Start, and DRDP-aligned settings
Teacher-Facing Instructions for Using the Nine Card Sets 

for Early Childhood Education.

Alice the alligator naps on 

a mat, wearing a hat that’s 

floppy and flat!

   
Early Learning Environment 

Design Guide
Connects classroom design to 
teaching and learning through 

intentional centers, materials, room 
layout, and visual supports.

Curriculum Cards 

Teacher Guide

Shows how to use each card set with 
ready-to-use routines, teacher 
language, differentiation, and 

formative checks.

Early Learning 

Curriculum Fidelity 


Implementation Guide
Supports consistent implementation 

with guidance for routines, 
differentiation, observation, reflection, 

and continuous improvement.

Practical guidance for consistent implementation across the school year.
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Comprehensive, Play-Based & Standards-Aligned Curriculum

Discover & Grow combines play-based, standards-aligned curriculum with inclusive supports, culturally 
responsive practice, and AI-powered planning.

Planning with Learning Genie’s Discover and Grow PS/TK Curriculum

Instant access to 8 units, 31 weeks, and 301 activities 
in print and digital formats.


Play-based curriculum aligned with the California 
Preschool/TK Learning Foundations, Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, and Common Core Standards.


Focusing on social-emotional development with a 
special unit on self-regulation.


Fully aligned with the 2023 UPK Curriculum Guide 
Checklist and the DRDP Assessment, designed to 
simplify observational assessment.


Available in print and online, our digital curriculum 
supports inclusion, mixed-age differentiation, IEP 
goals, and culturally responsive instruction.


Designed by educators, peer-reviewed by experts, 
supported by AI for enhanced development.


Print and AI-powered content work together, enabling 
flexible planning and reinforcing key standards.

This unit helps teachers support children’s healthy social emotional development in the following ways:

• Teachers will model positive behavior and attitudes through their interactions with children and other adults.

• Classroom routines and expectations will be designed to create a safe, nurturing environment where children can thrive.

• Activities will encourage children to explore their self-identity, cultural backgrounds, and personal strengths, fostering a sense of belonging and self-
confidence.

• Children will participate in activities that build their prosocial skills and promote friendship, conflict resolution, compromise, and negotiation, building 
strong relationships with their peers and teachers.

Read-Aloud
Alma and How She Got 
Her Name by Juana 
Martinez-Neal

I Like Myself! by Karen 
Beaumont

What I Like About Me! 
by Allia Zobel Nolan

1. Personal identity and self-awareness

2. Family background and cultural heritage

3. Diversity and inclusion

4. Friendship and social skills

5. Emotional regulation and self-control (including self-regulation)

6. Conflict resolution and problem-solving

7. Classroom community and collaboration

Materials List

Resources

Unit Trajectory

Concepts

Overview
In this unit, children will embark on a journey of self-discovery, learning about their unique identities, families, emotions, and relationships with others. 
Through engaging activities and discussions, they will explore what makes them special, the diversity of families and homes, their bodies and feelings, and 
the importance of friendships and community, fostering a sense of belonging and self-awareness.

Guiding Questions
1. What makes you special and unique? 

2. How do our families and homes look different or similar? 

3. What are some ways you can express how you feel? 

4. How can we be good friends to each other? 

5. Why is it important to appreciate how we are alike and different?

Weekly Planning

Theme

Overview and 
Objective

Who am I

Activities

Circle Time Alma and How She Got 
Her Name by Juana 
Martinez-Neal

Question of 
the Day

In this week of Transitional Kindergarten, children will begin their journey by exploring what makes them unique. This week’s focus is on fostering a sense of identity, belonging, and self-expression 
while building connections with peers and teachers. Through engaging discussions, stories, and interactive activities, children will develop confidence in sharing their names, interests, and personal 
experiences. Throughout the week, children will:

What do you like about 
your name?

MondayMonday

What makes you 
special when you look 
in the mirror?


Tuesday Wednesday

What is something 
special that you really 
like about yourself?


Monday

What makes you 
special and what do 
you share with friends?


MondayThursday

What makes you 
special and different 
from everyone else?


MondayFriday

I Like Myself! by Karen 
Beaumont

Share favorite objects 
from home and discuss 
similarities and 
differences in the 
group.

We’re Different, We’re 
the Same by Bobbi 
Kates

Introduce lesson exploring 
similarities and differences 
among group members 
through group discussion.


Observe printed portraits, 
discuss personal features, 
and share aloud what makes 
each child special.  Present 
decorated portraits, share 
something about oneself, 
and give affirmations using a 
pretend microphone.

Unit 1: All About Me

4

Weeks

56

Activities

Highlights of the Curriculum

Framework
DRDP (2025) Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten (PTK)

Measures

Objectives (Targeted Behavior and Skills)

Children will reflect on how their body feels when they experience different emotions. They will identify and express a strategy for coping with sadness in 
a handmade booklet.

Materials

• Blank paper (1 sheet per child plus extra sheets as needed)

• Crayons or markers

• Stapler or hole punch and yarn to bind the booklet

• Scissors, Glue sticks

Implementation Steps/Guides

Specific Instruction for TK (4-5)

1. Gather children in a circle and introduce the activity by discussing the concept of emotions and coping strategies. Ask open-ended questions such as 
"How does your body feel when you're happy/sad/angry?" and "Tell me about a time you felt (emotion) and why."



2. Tell the children that today, they will focus on the emotion of sadness. Share a couple of strategies for coping with sadness, such as asking for a hug or 
going to a cozy area. Encourage children to share their strategies with each other and discuss how these strategies can help them cope....

Universal Design with Differentiated Learning
For Learners with IEPs:

Activity Description: Modify the "Coping with Emotions" booklet creation process by providing visual cues or templates for each emotion and 
strategy. This will help learners with IEPs who may struggle with expressing themselves through drawing or writing.Support: Provide 
individualized assistance as needed during the activity, such as guiding the child's hand while they draw or write, or offering choices of coping 
strategies they can use. 

My "Coping with Emotions" 
booklet Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Practice

1. Incorporate Cultural Stories in the activities: During the discussion of emotions and coping strategies in step 1 and 2, include stories from 
various cultural backgrounds that highlight different emotional experiences and coping mechanisms. This will help children understand that 
emotions and coping strategies can be diverse and valued across cultures.



2. Use Multilingual Labels and Signs: As children create their "Coping with Emotions" booklet, provide labels and signs in multiple languages 
that represent the key vocabularies (emotions, strategy, cope) used in the activity. This will support children who are English Language 
Learners and also create an inclusive environment that values linguistic diversity.

Universal Design with Differentiated Learning

DLL Vocabulary and Phrases

Family Resources

E ach lesson contains typical behavior and 
observation tips for DRDP assessment, bridging 
the gap between lesson planning and observation,  
reducing preparation time for teachers.


Each lesson includes UDL strategies, culturally and 
linguistically responsive practices, family 
engagement resources, books, and activities.


Emphasis on SEL (Social-Emotional Learning) during 
the first 8 weeks and throughout the curriculum.


Multilingual learning practices aligned with CDE's 
DLL priorities, such as SEAL and POLL strategies.

Designed with Circle of Inquiry concepts (Plan, Implement, Observe, Assess, Reflect).


Embedded PD tools, resources, and support for coaching, virtual shadowing, reflective practice, and PLC 
support. Flexible integration of weekly curriculum planning with other adopted curricula (e.g., Creative 
Curriculum, High Scope, Benchmark, etc.).
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UDL & Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching

AI-Adapted UDL for Personalized IEP/ELD Support

Our innovative solution is built on the latest UDL Guidelines (3.0), integrating Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) into every lesson. We develop personalized UDL strategies to support children with IEP and ELD needs, 
fostering a welcoming and inclusive environment where every child feels valued and empowered to succeed.

Universal Design for Differentiated Learning

Automated Personalized Lesson Plans
Generate tailored teaching strategies based 
on classroom needs, adapting lessons 
through UDL practices.

Support for IEP/ELD Children
Provide custom strategies for IEP and ELD 
children to ensure full participation in an 
inclusive, multicultural classroom.

Mixed-Age Differentiation
Generate agespecific teaching tips to 
support mixedage classrooms and 
personalized learning needs.

Inclusive Learning

Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching

Each unit reflects children’s cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds, providing tailored content and 
resources for an inclusive and diverse 
environment. By incorporating home languages 
and cultures, teachers create meaningful 
learning experiences while strengthening 
children’s cultural identity.

Integrate ultural and ultilingual Element
Use ulturally Diverse isual id

ccess Extensive Online esources

Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Practice

Integrate Cultural Elements

Use Multilingual Labels and Signs

Use Culturally Diverse Visual Aids
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Science of Reading & Early Math

Science of Reading, Built into Every Week

Discover & Grow embeds Science of Reading–aligned phonological awareness, phonics, oral language, and 
vocabulary instruction directly into weekly TK lessons. A 31-week progressive learning plan is supported by 
a Science of Reading activity booklet and ready-to-use Phonogram, Letter, Sound Story, Word Family, 
Vocabulary Cards, and more.

moon /m/

Phonogram Cards

m
s

sun /s/
has /z/

apple

Letter Cards

Aa
Bb

balloon a /a/
    

Alice the alligator naps on a mat, 
wearing a hat that’s floppy and 

flat!

Sound Story Cards

a

cat

-at

    

cat

Word Family Cards

Happy

Week 3 - My Body, My Feelings, My Senses

Happy
Feeling good and full of joy

Español (Spanish)

Feliz

简体中文 (Chinese (Simplified))

快乐

Vocabulary Cards

Early Math That Builds Real Number Sense


Structured early math support runs 
through every unit, building counting, 
patterns, and problem-solving skills 
alongside literacy.


Math learning is intentionally sequenced 
to build skills progressively across the 
curriculum.
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UPK Curriculum Units Overview — 8-Unit Journey

With 8 units, 31 weeks, and 301 activities available in digital and print formats, Discover & Grow offers a 
comprehensive, personalized curriculum with high-quality courses and resources that make weekly planning 
easier. It can be used as a stand-alone program, by selecting individual units, or as a supplement to an 
existing curriculum.

Unit 0


Advancing the Pyramid
In this special unit, children will explore their 
emotions, learn self-regulation techniques, 
understand foundational rules, and establish 
routines for positive interactions. 

Unit 1


All About Me
Children explore individual identity and diversity, 
fostering relationships to create a nurturing classroom. 
Through activities, children develop social-emotional 
skills and build strong relationships with peers, 
teachers, and family.

4

Unit 2


My Community
Children learn to love and understand themselves, their 
families, and their role in both their classroom and 
larger communities. The unit emphasizes cultural pride 
and understanding of community roles, fostering 
respect and collaboration among peers.

This unit (the first 4-week phase of the art-based unit) 
invites children to explore the expansive world of visual 
arts through the eyes and styles of renowned artists.

Unit 3


Little Brushes, Big 
Expressions

In this unit, students will learn how to promote physical 
well-being through various methods. They'll gain 
knowledge on human anatomy, good nutrition, exercise 
routines, and health and safety practices in both school 
and community settings.

Unit 4


Healthy Me, Healthy Us
Unit 5


The Natural World
Children will explore the natural world through 
investigations of plants, observations of insects and 
spiders, rocks and minerals, and will gain an 
understanding of how water is an essential element in 
our world.

Unit 6


Little Artists, Big Creations
In the second 4-week phase of the art-based unit, 
children continue their journey through the world of 
visual arts by focusing on how artists use light, color, 
pattern, and repetition to tell stories and express 
feelings.

Unit 7


We Grow! We Shine!
Celebrate children’s growth, reflect on learning and 
strengths, and share their accomplishments with the 
classroom community.

8 Copyright © 2026 Learning Genie



Special Unit 0: Advancing the Pyramid✦ Unit Highlights

Supporting Social-Emotional Competence

Keep on Track with Unit Overviews


In this unit, children will explore foundational social-emotional concepts 
that support their learning, relationships, and participation in the 
classroom community throughout the year. They will learn what it 
means to feel safe, understand feelings, build friendships, and work 
together as caring members of the classroom community. 


Through high-quality social-emotional instruction and responsive 
support, this unit helps children build confidence, responsibility, and a 
sense of belonging.

High-Quality Social- 

Emotional Instructions and 

Environments

Small Group- 

Targeted 

Support

Individualized 

Intervention

Unit Trajectory 


Concepts the children 
will be exploring

Guidance and support Principles, practices, 
strategies, and approaches

Skills to develop and 
practice

Unit considerations and 
components

Concepts

Self-awareness Self-management

33

Safety Friendship Responsibility

What Makes Unit 0 Special

A Dedicated SEL Foundation
 focused -wee  unit helps establish self-awareness, 
self-management, safety, friendship, responsibility, and a 
strong classroom community.

Tiered Support Built In
The yramid approach connects high-quality social-
emotional instruction with small-group targeted support 
and individualied  intervention.

Designed for the Start of the Year
 focused -wee  unit helps teachers establish routines, 
relationships, and positive classroom expectations from 
the beginning.

Copyright © 2026 Learning Genie 9



Where Little Minds Bloom Through Art

Our Design Principles


Child-Centered Creative Expression: Focuses on the creative process rather than “correct” results, using 
art as a language to build confidence, emotional expression, and social-emotional development.


Inclusive, Growth-Focused Art Experiences: Showcases diverse global artists and culminates in 
collaborative displays that reflect children’s creativity, belonging, and growth.


Scaffolded for Teachers: Provides flexible tools and resources to empower educators of all art backgrounds.

Unit 3: Little Brushes, Big Expressions
✦ Unit Highlights

Exploring identity and emotions; seeing the world through line, shape, and color; introducing portraits in a 
playful, low-stress way.

Piet Mondrian
Lines, Shapes & Community Grids

Wassily Kandinsky
Music & Emotions in Abstract Art

Pablo Picasso
Playful Faces & Friends

Frida Kahlo

Self-Portraits & Identity Symbols


Children explore:

Straight lines, rectangles, 

and primary colors



Lines, shapes, and space 
in visual art


Children explore:

Listening to different 

kinds of music


Using lines, shapes, and 
colors to show how 
music feels

Children explore:

B uilding faces from 

simple shapes (circles, 
triangles, squares)


Creating “mixed-up” 
portraits of themselves 
or friends

Children explore:

W hat objects, animals, 

colors or clothes 
represent me



Creating simple self-
portraits with meaningful 
symbols


Unit 6: Little Artists, Big Creations✦ Unit Highlights

Observing plants, water, sky, and light; exploring texture, brushstrokes, dots, and patterns; creating 
immersive, collaborative art installations.

Claude Monet
Light, Color & Water

Vincent van Gogh
Brushstrokes, Color & Starry Skies


Alma Thomas
Nature & Color Patterns


Yayoi Kusama
Repetition, Dots & Big Displays

Children explore:

Ob serving gardens, 

trees, reflections, and 
shadows


Noticing how light 
changes what they see 
and creating soft, 
layered paintings 
inspired by Monet


Children explore:

U sing strong, swirling 

brushstrokes and bold 
colors to show 
movement and feelings



Painting their own night 
skies and sunflowers 
that express different 
moods and emotions


Children explore:

Loo king at Alma 
Thomas’s paintings and 
nature photos to notice 
bright colors and 
repeating patterns


Creating a small piece for 
a larger mosaic

Children explore:

F inding repeated shapes 

and patterns in nature 
(citrus fruits, pumpkins)



Creating dot- and 
pattern-based artworks 
that can fill a wall, 
corner, or hallway
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Assessment, Your Way: Three Flexible Paths

Choose the assessment approach that best fits your program—Customized Portfolio-Based PTKLF, DRDP 
2025, or Early Literacy & Math Direct Assessment. All three options connect directly to the curriculum, 
offering flexible, adaptable pathways paired with family engagement tools.

Option 1

 PTKLF Framework

A tailored, obserational assessment 
path built for , using  
foundations as a flexible alternatie 
to .

California 
PTKLF

California PTKLF-California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations

Option 2

DRDP Framework 

se the full  framewor or a 
curated set of measures to connect 
curriculum, obserations, ratings, and 
progress reports.

DRDP (2025) 
PTK View

DRDP (2025) Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten (PTK) View

Option 3

Early Literacy and Early 
Math Direct Assessment
creening, midpoint, and endof
year checs on early literacy and 
early math growth.

Flexible Options. One Connected Curriculum.
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From Assessment to Tiered Intervention

Assessment Data Drives Tier 2 Small-Group and Tier 3 Individualized Support

Assessment data doesn't just inform planning—it directly drives MTSS Tier 2 small-group and Tier 3 
individualized intervention, so teachers know exactly who needs support, in what skill, and when. The AI 
Lesson and Unit Planner generates research-based MTSS Tier 1 (core) and Tier 2 (small-group) instructional 
materials, so every classroom has ready-to-use content matched to the level of support each child needs.

Tier 2 — Small-Group Support: Focused instruction for children with similar identified learning needs.

Tier 3 — Individualized Support: More intensive, individualized intervention based on each child’s specific learning needs.

Group A Targeted Lessons to Close the Gap

Assessment data becomes targeted small-group lessons that help 

children revisit, practice, and strengthen priority skills.
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Build PTKLF-Aligned Supplementary Materials 

with Research-based AI tools

Research-based Unit Designer

The Research-Based Unit Designer enables teachers to create supplementary units that address instructional 
needs beyond the core HQIM. It ensures alignment with state-specific standards and frameworks, reinforces 
foundational skills, and incorporates research-based instructional practices to support equitable, inclusive, 
and holistic learning for every student.

Center Activities

Nine centers inspire curiosity 
and holistic growth through 

interactive learning.

Standards Alignment
Aligns with state standards to create an 
interdisciplinary approach to learning using Al 
recommendations.

Inclusive and Equitable Instruction
Personalizes curriculum and differentiates 
instruction to address the unique learning needs 
of all children.

Assessment Integration
Strengthens the link between instruction and 
assessment using a diversified and balanced 
assessment system.

Culturally Responsive Teaching
Integrates children's cultures and languages to 
create inclusive learning and foster cultural 
identity.

Localized Curriculum
Localizes curriculum to engage students in 
meaningful and relevant learning experiences 
about what matters most to them.

Child-teacher Co-creation
Invites children into the curriculum design 
process by providing children with choices to 
encourage engagement, foster ownership, and 
develop self-regulation strategies.

Copyright © 2026 Learning Genie 13



Empower Child-led, Student-centered Learning 

with Research-based AI tools

 Samples of Supplementary Units on Math 

Math in Our Neighborhood, Children investigate numbers, shapes, patterns, and measurement in familiar 
places such as homes, streets, parks, and stores. A good culturally responsive unit because students can 
contribute examples from their own communities.

Our Neighborhood Sample Math Unit

Sample Student ExperienceDay Lesson Idea Math Focus

Math Is

Everywhere!🔎1

Numbers on

Our Street🏠2

Shape Hunt in the

Neighborhood

▲3

Build Our

Neighborhood🧱4

Which Building Is

Taller?📊5

Patterns Around

Us🔴6

Neighborhood

Market🍎7

Design a

Playground🛝8

Map Our

Neighborhood📍9

Our Neighborhood

Math Museum

🏛️10

Samples of Supplementary Units on Culturally Responsive Learning & Identity

Explore culturally responsive supplementary 
units that bring identity, family stories, 
community connections, home languages, 
and dramatic play into meaningful 
classroom learning. These inclusive, play-
based, standards-aligned experiences help 
every child feel represented, connected, 
and engaged.
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Research-Based and Peer-Reviewed Approach

Developed collaboratively by early learning administrators, educators, and peer-reviewed by professors, lab 
school directors, and expert teachers from California Community College early learning programs. Enhanced 
and refined with the support of artificial intelligence, this curriculum represents a cutting-edge, research-
backed,  and expert-validated approach to early education.

Contributors

Dr. Lala Zhang

Ed.D., USC | Early 

Learning Innovator

Dr. Natalie Seer

ECE Leader and 


Consultant

Dr. Lisa Kaufman

ECE Leader and 


Consultant

Mary Grace Romo

Head Start Leader and 

ECE Consultant

Jayanti Tambe Roy

ECE Faculty and Book 

Author

Pedro Sousa

Seasoned Teacher and 

Faculty

Janice Galarza

Seasoned ECE Teacher


Coco Lee

Content Specialist


Reviewers

Dr. Thomas Chiaromonte
Fullerton College

Dr. Dionne Gibson


Cerritos College


Prof. April Heft


Merced College


Dr. Frank Guevarra


Cerro Coso College


Julia Vandereyk


Butte College


Prof. Jody Johnson


Santiago Canyon College
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ESSA Evidence-Based Curriculum & Instructional Program

Independent ESSA Evidence Review

Learning Genie has implemented its program using a structured logic model and evaluated it through a 

quasi-experimental design study. The evaluation was independently conducted by the Center for Research 
and Reform in Education at Johns Hopkins University. Evidence for ESSA helps education leaders, teachers, 
and families identify research-supported programs and make informed decisions based on evidence.

Instructional Design Review Case Study

ESSA Tier 3 — Promising Evidence

The 2025 evaluation provides promising evidence 
of the Learning Genie program’s effectiveness. Evidenc

ESSA
TIER 3

e-Based

2025

Tier 3 here refers to the ESSA evidence classification scale, distinct from the MTSS intervention tiers 
referenced elsewhere in this document.

California 2026 ELA/ELD Submission

Discover & Grow has been submitted for California's 2026 ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Follow-Up 
Adoption (TK Program Types 6.1/6.2); State Board of Education pending approval in November 2026.
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Unit-at-a-Glance & Unit Details
Discover & Grow offers a connected 31-week journey across 8 units, progressing from SEL foundations and 
identity to community, health, nature, creative expression, and year-end reflection. Each unit blends group 

and center-based learning with broad alignment to CA-PTKLF Standards and DRDP 2025 Measures.

Unit & Structure Primary Focus & Signature 
Experience

Standards & 

Assessment Coverage

Special Unit 0: 
Advancing the Pyramid
3 ees   1 5 Activities

SEL Foundations & Classroom 
Community
aet  selreulation  riendship  
responsiilit  and elonin.

ATL

PD

ELD

SCI

FLD

SED

HLTH

VPA

HSS

Unit 1: 

All About Me
4 ees  0 Activities

Identity, Family & Relationships
elaareness  eotions  senses  
ail  and riendship.

ATL

MATH

FLD

SED

HLTH

VPA

HSS PD

Unit 2: 

My Community
4 ees   0 Activities

Community & Collaboration
ailies  counit  helpers  local 
places  and carin.

ATL

SCI

FLD

SED

HSS

VPA

MATH PD

Unit 3: 

Little Brushes, Big 
Expressions
4 ees   0 Activities

Visual Arts & Creative Expression
Color  shape  portraiture  and renoned  
artists.

ATL

SCI

FLD

SED

HSS

VPA

MATH PD

Unit 4: 

Healthy Me, Healthy Us
4 ees    Activities

Health, Movement & Safety
od  aareness  nutrition  phsical  
activit  and saet.

ATL

MATH

ELD

PD

FLD

SCI

HLTH

SED

HSS

VPA

Unit 5: 

The Natural World
4 ees   0 Activities

Nature, Science & Environment
lants  anials  eather  and Earths  
resources.

ATL

MATH

ELD

PD

FLD

SCI

HLTH

SED

HSS

VPA

Unit 6: 

Little Artists, Big 
Creations
4 ees   0 Activities

Art, Color, Pattern & Expression
iht  color  pattern  repetition  and 
artistinspired  creation.

ATL

PD

SCI

MATH

FLD

SED

HLTH

VPA

HSS

Unit 7: 

We Grow! We Shine!
4 ees   0 Activities

Growth, Reflection & Celebration
Groth  strenths  relationships  
relection  and celeration.

ATL

PD

ELD

SCI

FLD

SED

HSS

VPA

MATH

Each unit includes 18 Center Activities. 

157 Group Activities · 144 Center Activities · 301 Total Activities
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Special Unit 0

Advancing the Pyramid

Children explore foundational social-emotional concepts that support 

learning, relationships, and classroom participation. They learn to feel 

safe, understand emotions, build friendships, and work together as caring 

community members. Through responsive social-emotional instruction, 

children build confidence, responsibility, and a sense of belonging.

3

Theme Weeks

15

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Safety

Safety Circle Time

Safe Space

Hands are for Helping

Our Safe Classroom Adventure

Safety Role-Play

Week 2:  Friendship

Ingredients of Friendship

The Magic of Compliments

Feelings and Faces

Friends Around the World

Friendship Dance Party

Week 3: Responsibility

Our Classroom, Our Responsibility

Planting Responsibility

Tales of Responsibility

Sounds of Responsibility

Reflections on Responsibility

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.3


ELD: ELD 3.2, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 1.8, 3.1, 3.2, 4.4, 4.5


SCI: SCI 3.1, 3.7

PD: PD 1.8, 2.5, 3.1


HLTH: HLTH 2.5, 2.6


HSS: HSS 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 5.1


VPA: VPA 1.3, 1.5, 1.9, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 4.1

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3, 4


ELD: ELD 3


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 6

SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


PD: PD 4


HLTH: HLTH 1
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Unit 1

All About Me

Children will explore their unique identities, families, emotions, and 
relationships. Through activities and discussions, they will learn 
what makes them special, understand different families, recognize 
their feelings and bodies, and appreciate friendships and 
community, fostering self-awareness and a sense of belonging.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Who Am I?

My Name is Special

What Do I Look Like?

What I Like About Me

How Am I the Same? How Am I Different?

I am Special!

Week 2:  My Family & Home

Who’s in My Family?

My Home, My Space!

Family Traditions & Special Moments

Helping Hands at Home

O ur Homes, Our Families

Week 3: My Body, My Feelings, My Senses

P laydough Faces - Emotions & Touch

Hearing Emotion Statues

E xploring Our Bodies & The Five Senses

My Body, My Moves

E xploring Emotions and Building Friendships

Dinosaur Friends

R ainbow Fish and Friends

Friendship Puppet Show

Friendship Ball Game

Friendship Garden

Week 4: My Friends & My Community

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.3, 3.4


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 
3.3, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5


MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6

PD: PD 1.8, 2.1


HLTH: HLTH 1.1, 1.8, 2.1


HSS: HSS 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.3


VPA: VPA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.9, 3.1

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


PD: PD 1, 3, 4


HLTH: HLTH 2, 3, 4
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Unit 2

My Community

Children will learn about community, starting with families and 
expanding to neighbors and community helpers. They will explore 
different roles, important local places, and how people can work 
together to create a caring, supportive environment.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Me and My Family! Week 2:  Who Makes Our Community Work

My Special Family Portrait

Family Role Charades

Letters of Kindness – Thanking Our Neighbors

Good Neighbor Treasure Hunt

Our Caring Community Quilt

Mystery Hands in Our Community

Community Helper Dress-Up Station

Secret Guest: Who’s Helping Today?

Community Helpers in Action

Our Caring Community Collage

Week 3: Exploring Community Places! Week 4: Caring for Our Community!

Community Walk Detectives

3 D Neighborhood Mapping (Part 1)

3 D Neighborhood Mapping (Part 2)

Story Builders

Community Pu zzle Makers

Recycling Heroes (Part 1)

Recycling Heroes (Part 2)

Gardening Day

Clean-Up Champions

Community Food Drive – Sharing & Caring

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.1, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4


MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.3, 2.5, 3.1, 
3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6

SCI: SCI 1.4, 1.10, 5.1


PD: PD 1.7, 1.8


HSS: HSS 1.1, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 3.2, 3.4, 3.7, 3.8, 5.1, 
5.3, 5.4, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3


VPA: VPA 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 1.9, 1.10, 3.1, 3.5, 3.8

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3, 4


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


SCI: SCI 2, 3


PD: PD 3, 4
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Unit 3

Little Brushes, Big Expressions

In this 4-week art-based unit, children explore visual arts through the 
styles of renowned artists. Each week focuses on a different artist, 
inspiring creativity, imagination, and appreciation for artistic 
expression. Children will engage with various art forms to express 
themselves and see the world in new, colorful ways.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Reds, Yellows, and Blues!

Exploring Mondrian's Lines and Colors

Mixing Colors Lab

Color and Shape Detectives

Sensory Exploration with Colors

Creative Builders: Sculpting with Shapes

Week 2: Hearing Colors, Seeing Sounds!

The Noisy Paint Box

Art & Max: Colorful Sounds (Part 1)

Art & Max: Colorful Sounds (Part 2)

R hythm and Role-play

Magic Melody Match- Up

Week 3: Faces in Pieces!

Shapes and S quares

Picasso Faces in Pieces (Part 1)

Picasso Faces in Pieces (Part 2)

Picasso's Pu zzle Portraits

Shape Hunt Adventure


Week 4: Me, Myself, and I in Colors

Discovering Frida Kahlo

Crafting Identity (Part 1)

Crafting Identity (Part 2)

My Story in Colors

Blow-Painted “Feeling Storms”

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.4, 2.5, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5


MATH: MATH 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, 2.2, 2.5, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 
4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6

SCI: SCI 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 5.1


PD: PD 1.7, 1.8, 2.2


HSS: HSS 2.3, 3.4, 3.7, 5.3


VPA: VPA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 2.1, 
2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.5, 3.8, 4.2, 4.3, 4.8

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3, 4


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


SCI: SCI 1, 2, 3


PD: PD 1, 3, 4
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Unit 4

Healthy Me, Healthy Us

Children will learn ways to keep their bodies healthy and strong. They 
will explore how their bodies work, what makes them feel good, and 
how to stay safe. The unit also covers healthy foods, the importance 
of movement, and safety at school and in the community.

4

Theme Weeks

22

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Body Awareness

Exploring Our Feelings
Active Body, Active Mind (Music and Movement)
Active stories: We are going on a Bear Hunt
Let’s Visit the Doctor
Listening to My Body
Ready, Set, Go!

Week 2:  Nutrition

Graphing Activity: Food Groups

Reading Through Clay/Playdough: Hungry Caterpillar

Healthy Teeth For A Healthy Me

Energy City: Building And Expanding

Energy City Market

Week 3: Physical Activity

Simon Says - Preschool Edition (Sensory Cards)
I s That My SHADOW?
Animal Mask - Props For Dancing
Sensory Seek And Find
Body Tracing
Push, Pull, and Play: Force and Motion

Week 4: Community Safety

Safety Walk 

Creating Traffic Signs

Red Light/ Green Light Visual

Community Vehicles - Community Engagement

Community Vehicles - Community Roads and City Play

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.3, 3.1, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 
2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5


ELD: ELD 1.1, 3.2


MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6


SCI: SCI 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.2, 5.1, 5.2

PD: PD 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.5, 3.1, 3.3


HLTH: HLTH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 
1.9, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.7


HSS: HSS 1.3, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 6.1, 
6.2


VPA: VPA 1.4, 1.5, 1.9, 2.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.8, 
4.2, 4.7

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3, 4


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6


ELD: ELD 1, 3

MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


SCI: SCI 1, 2, 3


PD: PD 1, 2, 3, 4


HLTH: HLTH 1, 2, 3
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Unit 5

The Natural World

Children will explore nature by observing plants, animals, weather, 

and Earth’s resources. They will investigate growth and change in 

living things, discover different habitats, track seasonal weather, 

and learn the importance of caring for the environment.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Exploring the World of Plants

Art: Pressing Flowers

Parts of a Plant

Planting Seeds

Water Travels through Plants

Plants That Give Us Food

Week 2: Animals in the Wild

Who Lives in the Wild?

Guess Who?

What Do Wild Animals Eat?

Animal Tracks: Who Left These Prints?

Animal Sounds, Who Is Making That Noise?

Week 3: Weather Wonders

What Is Weather?

Wind and Clouds

R ain and Rainbow

Thunder and Lightning

Weather Watchers

Week 4: Earth’s Resources

Exploring Rocks and Soil

M ountains and Hills

R ivers, Lakes, and Oceans

N atural Resources Around Us

Caring for Earth

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 
2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 1.8, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5


ELD: ELD 1.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3


MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 
2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5

SCI: SCI 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.10, 2.1, 2.3, 
2.5, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4


PD: PD 1.8, 2.2


HLTH: HLTH 1.5


HSS: HSS 5.1, 5.4


VPA: VPA 1.5, 1.9

DRDP 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6


ELD: ELD 1, 3

MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4


SCI: SCI 1, 2, 3


PD: PD 4


HLTH: HLTH 2
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Unit 6

Little Artists, Big Creations

In this second 4-week art phase, children explore how artists use 
light, color, pattern, and repetition to express feelings and tell stories. 
Each week features a different artist—Claude Monet, Vincent van 
Gogh, Alma Thomas, and Yayoi Kusama—through observation, 
experiments, and creative projects that deepen imagination and 
artistic appreciation.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Colors and Light, What a Sight!

Monet’s Garden Exploration

Sky Colors

The Colors of Light

Monet's Water Lilies Collaboration

Floating Water Lilies

Week 2: Twirls and Twists of Color

Swirly Twirly Starry Night

Vibrant Sunflowers

Counting Stars in the Swirly Sky

Unique Colorful Creations

Story Time Capsule

Week 3: Rip, Stick, and Create!

Mosaic Nature Prints (Part 1)

Mosaic Nature Prints (Part 2)

P ieces of Us: A Community Mosaic

Counting Colors with Alma Thomas

Torn Paper Creations

Week 4: Dots, Dots, Everywhere!

D otty Storytime and Pattern Play

P ersonalize Your Initials

D ot-tastic Mural Collaboration

D otty Fruit Creations

Sort it Out!

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.3, 4.4, 4.5


MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6

SCI: SCI 1.1, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 2.2, 
2.3, 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1


PD: PD 1.4, 1.6, 1.8, 2.2, 3.1


HLTH: HLTH 1.8


HSS: HSS 3.4, 4.1, 4.2


VPA: VPA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.8, 3.9, 4.2, 4.8

DRDP 2025 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 5, 6


MATH: MATH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

SCI: SCI 2, 3


PD: PD 1, 2, 4


HLTH: HLTH 2
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Unit 7

We Grow! We Shine!

This final unit celebrates children’s growth—physically, socially, 
emotionally, and cognitively—throughout the year. Through 
hands-on activities, reflection, and meaningful traditions, children 
review their learning, embrace their strengths, and share joy with 
their classroom community. The unit concludes with a Big Kid 
Celebration, marking this milestone in a meaningful way.

4

Theme Weeks

20

Activities

18

Center Activities

Weekly Planning (Group Activities)

Week 1: Look at Me Now!

When I Was Little

I Can Do It! (Part 1)

I Can Do It! (Part 2)

How Much Have I Grown?

I Like Myself

Week 2:  Our Classroom Family

Friendship Web

A Walk Down Memory Lane

Caterpillar Race

Friendship Superpowers

Big Kid School

Party Planning Fun

Decoration & Snack Prep

Dance to Celebrate

Secret Thank You Surprise

Thank You Party Time!

Week 3: Let’s Get Ready to Celebrate! Week 4: We Shine! The Big Kid Celebration!

We Shine Parade

Celebration Day

A Card for Someone Special

Sweet Keepsakes of Our Time Together

The Big Kid Bo x

Assessment Domains

CA-PTKLF 
Standards

ATL: ATL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3


SED: SED 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 
2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4


FLD: FLD 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 
4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5


ELD: ELD 3.2, 3.3

MATH: MATH 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.6, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5


SCI: SCI 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.2, 5.1, 5.3


PD: PD 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.4, 3.1


HSS: HSS 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 4.1, 4.3


VPA: VPA 1.1, 1.5, 2.2, 3.5, 4.1

DRDP 

Measures

ATL: ATL 1, 2, 3, 4


SED: SED 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


FLD: FLD 1, 2, 3, 5, 6


ELD: ELD 3

MATH: MATH 1, 3, 4, 5


SCI: SCI 1, 2, 3


PD: PD 1, 2, 4
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Committed to California’s UPK & TK Success
Learning Genie is dedicated to supporting California’s vision for early childhood education. Our curriculum 

and tools align with state standards and help provide children in Universal Pre-K and Transitional 
Kindergarten with a strong foundation for lifelong learning and success. Join us in shaping the future of 

early education in California.

Scan the QR code to 
request a sample box.

Contact Us

760-576-4822

www.learning-genie.com 



upk@learning-genie.com

5962 La Place Ct Suite 270, Carlsbad, CA 92008
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